
VPA Board Meeting- Johnston High School 

11/03/2015 

Attendance:  Alexa Cartwright, Ann Edwards, Lisa Fischer, Denise Friesth, Pam Gabby, Kersten Gebard, 

Jolene Goodman, Laura Grimm, Carol Jones, Holly Kaptain, Felicia Miedema, Jyll Miner, Sue Nagel, Char 

Petersen, Alice Robertson, Samantha Robilliard, Greta Standish, Keri Storjohann, Cindy Swallow, Julie 

Tack, Loraine Wallace, JoLynn Yeutsy, Sharon Zinselmeier 

Secretary’s Report: Motion from Greta Standish to approve the minutes from the 10/06/2015 meeting. 

Motion seconded by Cindy Swallow. PASSED. 

Director’s Report: Samantha Robilliard reported that the JHS students completed their first choir 

concert of the year. The All-State Music Festival is coming up and the 15 students attending represent 

the strength of the entire district program. Synergy and Innovation will present a preview show on 

Monday, November 23rd. Please note the performance time change. Show will begin at 8 P.M. 

Madrigal is coming up in three weeks. Costuming is going well. First rehearsal was held today.  

Laura Grimm reported that 18 JMS students will participate in Opus. Over 70 students auditioned. 17 

ninth graders and one eighth grader will attend. Impact and Sound Advice will host and 11:30 A.M. 

Parent Show on December 12th. Pictures will be taken that day as well. The 9th grade Chamber Choir is 

preparing for Madrigal. 

Treasurer’s Report: Char Petersen reported the VPA cash balance at $11,129. To date, $4,673 in sales 

has come in from the Encore cards. JMS sales from the cards continue to come in. Char indicated that 

the tax return has been filed. She is preparing for Madrigal ticket sales. Loraine Wallace moved to accept 

the Treasurer’s Report. Greta Standish provided a second to the motion. Motion PASSED. 

Choir Chair: Greta Standish reported that costuming the JHS choir students for the concert went well. 

She indicated that Jill Boeschen had everything well-organized. This year, the first concert also served as 

the VPA Kick-Off. Loraine Wallace reported that the event was well-attended following the concert. 

Many in attendance demonstrated an interest in the Madrigal and Showzam information. Loraine 

shared that one drawback to hosting the event later is that it takes away a platform for Encore Cards 

sales as JHS students used to sell in groups once excused from the Kick-Off. Some discussion was 

generated about how to provide more information about major VPA events. A suggestion was put 

forward to have a Communications Coordinator and send out monthly update.  

Show Choir Chair: Cindy Swallow indicated that Synergy has now completed the make-up choreography 

sessions. The choreographer was ill during originally scheduled dates. Cindy reported that Synergy and 

Innovation are ahead of schedule on costuming. 

Events Chair: Holly Kaptain reported that the Madrigal Dinner will be held in one month (December 2 

and 3rd). The sign-up sheet for volunteers will come out soon. Ticket sales will also begin soon. Senior 

parents will have a chance to buy tickets prior to public sale. Holly indicated that the plan is to serve 320 

meals per evening. Updated information about the Madrigal is on the VPA web site.  Anyone interested 

in Madrigal was invited to attend a Madrigal meeting immediately following the VPA Board meeting. 

Showzam Update:  Julie Tack shared report information from Matt Stahr. Matt indicates that they have 

a full slate of helpers for this year, but need under-studies. There will be a record number of choirs 



attending. Women’s choirs will be in the auditorium and prep and varsity groups will perform in the 

gym. December 28th is the deadline for Senior Ads and program ads. Anyone call sell a program ad. 

There will be signs giving contributing businesses credit on site during Showzam. Stoney Creek Inn is 

providing a special lodging rate for judges. The Showzam committee will hold a full committee meeting 

prior to Thanksgiving.  

Fund-Raising: Jyll Miner reported that she will soon receive the total VPA took in from the most recent 

concessions sales. T-shirts will be picked up on Thursday and delivered next week. Jolene Goodman 

reported on the Holiday Tour of Homes fund-raiser planned for Sunday, December, 13th from 1-5 P.M. 

Six local homes will be featured. Tickets are on sale for $10 at Anytime Fitness, Charter Bank, Johnston 

Hy-Vee or by going to market.com/Johnston .vpa  Press releases are out. Info may go out to VPA 

membership as well.  

New Business: Char Petersen indicated that a scholarship request came in. Families with a choir student 

who may have difficulty with financing the activities can apply in October and February. The information 

is confidential and approval is based upon U.S. government poverty tables. Char would like to amend 

the budget to include a line item for scholarship expenses. She suggested a $1,000 amount. Loraine 

Wallace moved to add a line item to the VPA budget for $1000 to be used for the scholarship fund. 

Cindy Swallow provided a second to the motion. Motion PASSED. 

Adjournment: Greta Standish moved to adjourn. Jolene Goodman seconded the motion. Motion 

PASSED. Meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M.  

 

 


