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August 12, 2019 Minutes 

 

Attendance (from sign-in sheet): Chris Anderson, Tracy Andreasen, Heather Boeschen, Lissa 

Briggs, Terri DeBruin, Megan Deyen, Jana Engebretson, Lisa Fergus, Lisa Fischer, Misty 

Gleasen, Kay Godfredsen, Danielle Johnson, Dave Lindeman, Leslie Lindeman,  Michelle 

Kraber, Julie McLaren,  Jorie O’Leary, Michelle Polder, Jenni Pope,  Samantha Robilliard, 

Jenifer Soltwedel, Jodi Thorson-Eichacker, Andy Vis, Missy Winterboer, Kelli Wong-Shryoyer, 

Kim Young  

 

Call to Order:  
Danielle Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M.  

 

Secretary’s Report:  

Heather Boeschen moved to approve the minutes from the June 2019 meeting. Tracy Andreason 

provided a second to the motion. Motion PASSED.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

2019-20 VPA budget was presented and discussed.  Dave Lindeman moved to approve the 

budget for the 2019-20 school year.  Heather Boeschen provided a second to the motion. 

Motion PASSED. 

 

Director’s Report:  

JMS Report - Jorie O’Leary, 8th grade choral and Impact director, reported they are in final 

preparations for the return of students.  The accompanist, Paige, moved in July and JMS has 

hired Diane Kallagher to take her place.  Students are currently prepping for OPUS auditions. 

Jorie held two OPUS clinics and had between 12-15 students attend each session.  JHS choral 

director has been conducting private lessons for students in the month of August that have gone 

well.  

 

JHS Report - Samantha Robilliard, JHS choral director, reported that Innovation has begun 

practicing and Synergy’s kick-off would be held Sunday, August 18.  We had 30 students attend 

choir camp at Wartburg and about 15 and Central and ISU.  She and Hannah Ryan, JHS choral 

director, are also prepping  for back-to-school and are excited for the upcoming year.  

 

Fundraising Report: 

Michelle Polder, VPA Fundraising co-chair, report there will be a heavy emphasis on social 

media for our fundraising efforts.  She encouraged everyone to follow along on VPA social 

media, including Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and asked VPA members in attendance to 

share with others.  
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Fundraising Report (continued):  

● VPA will be hosting a kick-off event for the parents and guardians of students involved in 

the Johnston choral program on August 24th from 4:00-6:00. She and co-chair Matt 

Stahr are hoping for a great turnout for this inaugural event.  

● Michelle is in the process of finalizing Encore cards.  

● The initial apparel order is due by August 13th at 6pm.  The apparel link is up and 

running on the VPA website.  

● There is another dining event at McAllisters Deli on Merle Hay Road on August 13th.  We 

have made several hundred dollars at each event held so far (Panera, Chipolte and 

Tropical Sno).  

●  Choir signs and apparel will be available for pick up at the kick-off event on the 24th. 

VPA has made $1489.77 in yard sign sales.  Signs are still available for sale - contact 

Michelle Polder at michellepolder@gmail.com if you would like to order one.  

● Michelle reported that she reached out to a capella group Tonic Sol Fa, who agreed to 

come perform a fundraising concert on October 15th at the JHS auditorium.  All ticket 

sales will go directly to VPA.  They are hoping the group will be able to conduct master 

classes with some of our choirs - details are still being worked out.  Tickets will go on sale 

within the next several weeks - are hoping for a sold-out show.  

 

Choir Report: 

No report this meeting. 

 

Madrigal Report: 

Lissa Briggs, Madrigal co-chair, reported that we are still looking for two Madrigal committee 

members.  We are in need of someone to request/manage donations and a committee member 

to oversee Madrigal set-up (castle set-up and tear down, overseeing the loading/unloading of 

trucks, communicating with custodians).  Ideally looking for someone who is not a senior parent 

and would be available to help in roles for a few years.  Contact Andrea Hodapp at 

arhodapp@gmail.com if you are interested in either role. 

 

Showzam Report: 

Matt Stahr, Showzam co-chair, was unable to attend but provided the following report: 

● Showzam committee is fully staffed!  

● The district is launching a new sports/activities website as part of their JCSD website. 

Showzam will be a part of the new site, will allow for more dynamic website and better 

access. 
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Other New Business: 

Danielle Johnson reported we are still in need of an end-of-year show chair.  This is typically the 

parent of a junior in show choir and we are hoping there is a sophomore parent that could assist 

and take over as chair the following year. This person is responsible for decorating, programs, 

the slide show and food at the reception.  If you are interested, contact Danielle at 

danijohnson07@gmail.com, who will put you in touch with last year’s chair.  

 

Samantha Robilliard thanked VPA for doing such an amazing job supporting the choral 

programming in the JCSD.  She said the VPA makes the directors job so much easier.  She feels 

blessed to have such support.  

 

The next VPA will be held Monday, September 9th at 6:00pm.  

 

Adjournment:  

Michelle Polder moved to adjourn the meeting. Lisa Fisher provided a second to the motion. 

Motion PASSED.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jana Engebretson VPA Secretary 
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